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 “No to the philosopher of the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, if of any century, 
has been so widely and so greatly admired 
by both the professional philosophers and 
by non-philosophers as Baruch Spinoza.”- 
Walter Kaufmann 

 Here we will discuss the concept of 
substance given by this thinker. 





 Benedict De Spinoza  was one of the most 
influential Western thinkers of the 
seventeenth century.  In his solitary  life he 
produced four books, the most important 
from the point of vies of psychology being 
Ethics. It through light on mind, emotion, 
intelligence and other psychological-
aspects of human personality. 



 It is the second part of Ethics that Spinoza has 
delineated his theory of knowledge. He uses 
thought in place o perception and defining idea 
he writes that by idea he implies that thought 
of mind which is caused by mental thinking. 
Hence thought is a process of the mind. 

 Spinoza believes that knowledge occurs on 
three levels the following: 

1. Obscure and inadequate idea 
2. Clear and distinct ideas 
3. Intuitive Knowledge 
 By his theory of knowledge he defended his 

rationalism in philosophy. 
 



 According to Descartes God is the sole absolute 
and  independent  substance. Spinoza adopts 
this conception and proceeds to examine it 
logically. Descartes believes that mind and 
matter are distinct and independent. 

 Similarly, Spinoza accepts that God has two main 
attributes cogitatio and extentio, both of which 
are independent. Descartes indicates that 
thought is the attribute of mind and extension 
that of matter. Spinoza agrees with this 
conception. 



 Much of Spinoza’s theory concerning 
substance and its attributes is derived from 
the Cartesian philosophy, but his explanation 
of the relation between conscious and 
unconscious substance differs from the 
Cartesian theory of interaction. 

 Spinoza believes in the theory of parallelism, 
and solves Descartes’ wrangle with dualism 
by establishing a monistic theory. 

 



 Spinoza defines substance in the first part of his 
treatise Ethics in these words, “that which is in 
itself and is conceived through itself.” 

 In its nature substance proceeds its modes. 
 There is can be no relation between two 

substances, the qualities of which are distinct 
and different. 

 One substance cannot give rise to another. 
 Substance in its entirety, is inevitably infinite, 

meaning it cannot be fragmented. 
 Each attribute of the single substance should be 

contemplated through it and  in its absolute form 
the infinite substance is indivisible. 
 



 Spinoza’s conception of God becomes clear 
from the statements listed above. He believes 
that God is the only substance and from this 
he concludes that God is the world and the 
world is him. He is the source of everything 
that is. Apparently, substance is absolute, 
independent , infinite, indivisible, self-
determined, the basis of all tributes. 

 Any substance other than God cannot be 
accepted, neither can such a substance be 
thought of. 
 



 Spinoza defines attribute in the first part of 
his treatise ETHICS: Attribute is “that which 
the understanding perceives- as consisting 
the essence of the substance.” This definition 
by Spinoza led to considerable polemic in the 
ranks of critics. 

 In actual fact, once all attributes are denied 
the substance becomes noting more then a 
blank. 



 Actually , substance ad God have been viewed in two 
distinct forms in Spinoza’s philosophy. 

1. Natura Naturata: God in the form which is beyond 
time. 

2. Natura Naturans : While God in his temporal form. 

 While our intellect views Him as beyond time, our 
senses comprehend His more temporal form. 
Nature is universal substance while one specific 
natural phenomenon is a limited mode of it, 
Existence of nature lies in its having modes; without 
substance there can be no mode. 

 Hence, mode is not permanent, it is temporal, 
manifestation of substance. 



 Here we studied the conception of substance 
established by Spinoza. It is an important part of 
his philosophy. 
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